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genuine Party system, not based on adherence to a particular
community or religion, but on the approach to political prob-
lems from different economic and sociological standpoints.
In our colonies to-day, even where bloc voting on communal
or religious lines is not obtrusive. Members of the Legislatures
are elected largely on personal grounds. Theoretically, there
is something to be said for this, but, in practice, it makes the
working of democratic institutions difficult. (As in earlier days
at Westminster, and, to some extent to-day, lawyers are largely
in evidence in colonial legislatures. There are advantages in
this, but, particularly in colonies where agriculture is the most
important consideration, there are also disadvantages.)

With all its defects, the Party system makes for stability,
and there is an alternative governing body available if those
in power fail to retain the confidence of the electorate. The
Party system can be abused and become a hindrance to inde-
pendent thinking if discipline is too rigidly enforced, but, with
a reasonable latitude given in respect of other than fundamental
matters, there is strength in combination and consequent
firmness in government. And, paradoxically, there is more
likelihood of a common outlook on great national issues with
a Party system because of the development of a similar* sense of
responsibility which a common experience of governing gives.

Danger of short-cuts

Where there are minorities fearful of majority domination
it is important not to take short-cuts to meet the situation.
One of these short-cuts is communal representation. This was
introduced with good intentions in India and was copied into
some of our colonial constitutions. As already emphasized,
national consciousness and a sense of pride in common citizen-
ship are essential to justification of and success in self-govern-
ment. Communal representation hinders these developments.
It gives the best chance of election to extremists and deepens
communal antagonisms, ultimately blocking progress to a
national outlook and to a national solution of political and